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Bible-based Literacy: 
Opening doors to  
the Gospel around the 
world…including China!
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Bible-based Literacy gives hope
The Holy Spirit is changing lives as people learn to read and write

Every day, Lakkhi picks tea leaves alongside her husband in a tea garden in northeastern Bangladesh. 
It’s back-breaking work, but the 38-year-old has three growing boys to feed. Nearly three-quarters of the 
country’s tea workers are women like her. They work in poor conditions and get meager pay. Yet, she and 
her husband press on to support their family.

One day, a Bible League-trained believer invited Lakkhi to join a Bible-based Literacy class. She wasn’t 
interested at first. “What good would it do me?” she asked herself.

She soon changed her mind and began to hear all about Christ’s love as she learned to read and write in her 
Bengali language using His very promises in the Gospel. Others in her class encouraged her along the way.

Lakkhi was determined to read and write. She wanted to read the Gospel for herself. And as her reading 
improved, she began to find hope…and to feel the joy of Jesus. You gave that opportunity to her—and to 
others around the world—through your gifts and prayers. Thank you!

I can tell you that throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the hunger for Bible-based Literacy—for God’s 
Word—has never diminished. As people in many places had to stop meeting face-to-face, they found 
other ways to continue to learn and find hope in the Gospel. That’s the power of God’s Word. It’s the 
difference you help make with your gifts and prayers.

God is transforming lives in amazing ways as people around the world learn to read and write using His 
Holy Word.

Do you remember your own moment of feeling God’s love as you engaged in God’s Word for the first time—
or as you continue to read it every day? Lakkhi’s story reminds us of the power and joy of reading God’s Word! 
“Giving my life and heart to God was the best thing I ever did,” she says. Thanks to you, she’s not alone.

Praise God!

Jos Snoep 
President and CEO
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THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD THROUGH LITERACY

Project Philip Bible studies. Church Planter Training. Bible-based Literacy. These are three ways  
you help engage people in God’s Word through your gifts to Bible League. Thank you! Right now,  

we offer Bible-based Literacy in five languages: English, Arabic, Bengali, Haitian Creole, and Hindi.

As people learn to read to read and write, practical skills that can help lift them out of poverty,  
they also learn about God’s love. When that happens, some want to learn even more about  

Jesus in a Bible study—and find new life in Christ.

MINISTRY SNAPSHOT: B IBLE-BASED LITERACY



God’s Word changes everything
With your help, young single mom finds job and Jesus through literacy program

Thank you!
Learning to read and write is 
helping thousands of people like 
Cathreen to fully engage in God’s 
Word. Thank you for helping so 
many to grow in confidence, 
learn about their Savior, and find 
new life in Jesus Christ.

“

Like many girls with few options  
in Zambia, Cathreen was married 
before her 16th birthday. Her parents 
were small-scale farmers who 
struggled to make ends meet for 
Cathreen and her brothers. “I never 
went to school,” she explains. “We 
could not afford it because my parents 
did not earn enough farming to pay for 
my school fees.

“When I was 15, they arranged for me 
to marry a man they thought was nice. 
I never wanted to marry him, but they 
pressured me to. I had no choice but to 
get married at a very tender age.”

A single mom at 23
By the time Cathreen was 23 years 
old, her husband left her and their 
two children. He was unfaithful to her 
with other women. “That’s why we 
separated,” she says sternly. “He was a 
drunkard, too. My life became more 
miserable. Now I had to look after my 
children on my own and didn’t have a 
job to support us.”

Not long after the split, one of 
Cathreen’s neighbors told her about  
a Bible-based Literacy class available  
at her church. “I thought about how  
I never had the opportunity to learn,  
so I viewed this literacy class as a  
great privilege,” she says. “I signed  
up right away. This decision changed 
my entire life.”

Learning to read  
changes Cathreen’s life
Today, Cathreen reads and writes well 
enough that she now has a job as a 
house assistant. But there is another 

job she has her eye on. “During our 
class sessions, I accepted Jesus Christ 
as my Lord and Savior. Now that I can 
read and write on my own, I want to 
be a leader in my church so I can help 
other women read the Word of God for 
themselves. I also want to share God’s 
Word with others in my community!” 
she beams.
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Cathreen wants to share 
God’s Word with others 
since she’s learned to 
read and write—and 
come to love Jesus.
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THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD THROUGH LITERACY

Some restaurant workers in Hong 
Kong are learning to read and write 
English with God’s Word. They’re also 
learning about Jesus and showing an 
improved work ethic.



Restaurant serves workers God’s Word
You’re helping restaurant owner instill confidence and share the Gospel
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It’s 3:30 on a Tuesday afternoon and 
five people are sitting in the quiet 
corner of a restaurant in Hong Kong to 
study English. The restaurant owner, 
who is a Christian, encourages his 
workers to attend this weekly, hour-
long English Bible-based Literacy class. 
He rotates their work schedules so they 
can meet and pays them for the hour 
they are in class each week.

Cultivating confidence
Five students regularly attended the 
class for more than a year; others 
continue to follow. Edith (right), a 
retired teacher, volunteers as their Bible-
based Literacy teacher. It doesn’t take 
long to see the impact on the students.

At one time, some waiters tried their 
best to not serve foreign customers. 
They were nervous because they could 
not speak English. But after only a few 
weeks, they were confidently showing 
customers to their tables and bringing 
them menus. The restaurant manager 
was impressed. He noticed other 

differences, too—a better work ethic, 
an improved attitude on the job, and 
respect among coworkers.

Their journey continues
“Most of those who attend the class  
are non-believers who are not 
interested in going to church,” 
says Raymond, a ministry worker. 
“However, they are happy to learn 
English during work hours.”

He continues, “Thank you for helping 
to support the Bible-based Literacy 
ministry. The program is easy to 
understand and follow for the students. 
It provides them with the confidence 
to learn English. They can now have 
simple conversation with customers 
who can only speak English.”

The group that had been gathering had 
to temporarily stop meeting because 
of the COVID-19 virus pandemic, 
but students are eager to restart their 
lessons. Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
open their hearts to Jesus Christ.

Thank you!
The Holy Spirit is at work in 
China, across Asia, and around 
the world. You’re making a 
difference in the lives of so many 
people through Bible-based 
Literacy classes.

“
Thank you for engaging people in China  

with God’s Word while they learn English.



Michael enjoys using God’s Word to 
help people coping with substance 
abuse learn to read and write. He 
begins each lesson at a Christian rehab 
center in the Middle East with prayer 
and a moment of silence. On this day, 
a young man named Anwar breaks the 
silence, politely asking, “May I have my 
cigarette please?”

Recovering addicts often need to 
smoke when they feel the urge to do 
drugs. Michael allows students to 
smoke one cigarette per lesson if it 
makes it easier for them to concentrate. 
Anwar lights his cigarette, leans 
forward, and listens intently.

Anwar finds success
Anwar, 32, is grateful for the class 
Michael leads. He tells his teacher, 
“Thank you for coming and sharing 
this material. It’s very helpful.”

He reveals, “I started using opioids 
at a very young age. They gave me 
feelings of happiness I longed for.” He 
tried to kick the habit many times, 
always unsuccessfully. But because you 
helped provide God’s Word through 
Bible-based Literacy, Anwar finally has 
something to feel good about.

God’s Word makes the difference
Anwar vividly describes the agony  
of his most recent withdrawal. He  
was sure it would be yet another  
failure in his life. “The first week 
was hell on earth,” he says. “As I was 
detoxing, the pain in every nerve was 
excruciating. I recalled my Coptic 
Christian background and prayed. I 
asked for a Bible but found I couldn’t 
read a word.

“That very first Bible-based Literacy 
class felt like a rebirth! This class has 

given me something to feel successful 
about. For the first time in my life,  
I feel I’m worthy of encouragement  
and appreciation!”

Anwar’s been sober for several months 
now and is reading God’s Word nearly 
every day. He only asks one thing for 
himself. “Please pray for me to carry 
on,” he says.

Anwar’s road to redemption
Able to read the Gospel, recovering addict says, “It felt like a rebirth!”
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THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD THROUGH LITERACY

Praise God!
Bible-based Literacy is opening 
doors to the Gospel in closed 
and restricted countries like 
those in the Middle East. Praise 
God that many are embracing 
the hope of new life in Christ.

“
Anwar’s life has a new direction since he learned to 
read and write through training you helped provide.
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Bringing God’s Word to children
Ruth is sharing the Gospel with kids thanks to your support

Every weekend, regardless of weather, 
Ruth faithfully rides her motorcycle 
from her home in Manokwari, the 
capital city of Indonesia’s West Papua 
Province, to a small village an hour-
and-a-half away. Why? To teach 
English to the children there.

She admits it can be a big challenge, 
but it doesn’t bother her. She’s happy 
“as long as I have a chance to teach my 
students in West Papua.”

In this area of the island-nation, most 
people don’t even reach high school. 
“I want to give these children a better 
education so they can grow up having 
a better chance at a good future.”

Worth the drive
She stays in the village every weekend 
to teach, then goes back to her home in 
Manokwari for her day job. She notes, 
“Some people think I have no time for 
rest, but I tell them my rest is when I do 
my ministry here with the children.”

Ruth has been ministering in West 
Papua about four years now. She was 
excited to learn about the Bible-based 
Literacy ministry you help support. 
“It was exactly what I needed to reach 
out to the children,” she beams. “This 
ministry program is so easy to use, so 

easy to teach, and so easy for children 
to learn. The best part is that it is  
Bible-based! I want the children to 
learn more about Jesus.”

A growing class
After only five lessons, kids already are 
reading English and memorizing verses 
from the Bible! Parents are grateful with 
how quickly their children are learning. 
Some Muslim parents are nervous 
about the Bible-based curriculum. Still, 
they let their children go because they 
want them to learn English.

Because of friends like you, Ruth’s 
class is growing. She already has about 
40 students and prays that many more 
children will learn about Jesus through 
this ministry.

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good 
news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel reigns!

Isaiah 52:7 NLT

“
PRAISE HIM

You are helping 
Ruth to share the 
Gospel with kids  

in a remote village  
in Indonesia.  

She’s grateful— 
and so are we!



Let God use you today to 
transform lives forever!

Please make a gift right now.

Provide the Bibles and training needed  
to engage more people in God’s Word.  

Thank you!

Serving the under-resourced Church with Bibles and  
training to transform lives worldwide through God’s Word.

1 Bible League Plaza • Crete, IL 60417
866-825-4636 • info@bibleleague.org • bibleleague.org

LIFT UP THE NATIONS

Notes of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving
Always be full of joy. Never stop praying. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 ERV

Thank God for the release of a container 
of Scriptures from a Middle Eastern 
port after two years. Bibles are now 
finally available for ministry in one of 
the world’s most spiritually deprived 
countries. Pray for wisdom and guidance 
in how to best use these Bibles to grow 
God’s Church in the Middle East.

…stories about how the Holy Spirt is moving through your  
gifts and prayers? Just go to bibleleague.org/be-encouraged. 
While there, be sure to sign up to receive Bible League’s 
Verse of the Day devotions, now written by believers all 
around the world! You can also sign up to receive our 
eNews direct to your inbox each month. Be encouraged!

Are you in need of a daily dose of positive? Want to 
read more stories like you see in your Action Report…

Praise the Lord! Believers in Argentina 
are taking part in Church Planter 
Training for the first time this year. Pray 
for Christians like 39-year-old Victor 
and his wife Paola as they learn how to 
plant churches in their communities.

In Burundi, thousands of youth are 
hearing the Gospel through Project 
Philip Bible studies in schools in the 
areas of Cibitoke, Karurama, and 
Kanyosha among others. Please pray 
that God’s message of love will touch 
these young lives. Pray, too, that they 
will share the hope of Christ with their 
friends, families, and neighbors.


